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angle of repose
The maximum angle or slope at which a material, 
such as soil or loose rock, remains stable and does 
not collapse. (EPA)

annual
A plant that completes its life cycle (grows, flowers, 
and makes seeds) in one season; then dies.

bluff
Any high bank or bold headland with a broad, 
precipitous cliff face, overlooking a lake. (Bluff 
Recession Act)

bluff recession
The ongoing movement of a shoreline in a landward 
direction, due to the eroding away of bluff materials.

bluff recession hazard area
Any area or zone where the rate of progressive 
bluff recession creates a substantial threat to the 
safety or stability of nearby or future structures or 
utility facilities. (Bluff Recession Act)

BMPs
Best Management Practices. These are the currently 
recommended practices for managing an area or 
resource.

breakwater
A structure that is designed to protect the shore, 
harbor or beach from waves.

buffer zone (riparian buffer)
An area of permanent vegetation that borders a body 
of water, field, etc.  And is intended to protect that area 
from the erosive effects of wind, rain and runoff.

canopy
The layer formed by the uppermost leafy portion of 
trees or shrubs.

channeling
 A method of intercepting water, as from downspouts 
and driveways, before it infiltrates the ground, and 
piping it to a desired location. (Along the bluff, water is 
usually piped directly to lake level.) 

coastal erosion
The wearing away of land along the coast.

crest (of the bluff)
The part of the bluff where the tableland begins to 
slope downward to the lake.

deciduous
In the northeast, plants that loose their leaves in the 
winter. Not evergreen.

dewatering
The interception and removal of groundwater.

diamict
A layer of sediment that is often of glacial origin, 
in which there are grains of various sizes mixed 
together (said to be “poorly sorted”).

dormancy
 A state of reduced physiological activity.  A dormant 
seed will not grow, even if given the proper amounts 
of water, warmth and light.

double dormancy
 A type of dormancy that is being maintained by two 
factors, for example a chemical in the seed and a 
hard seed coat.

downdrift
Along the shore in the direction of the predominant 
movement of the sand and sediments.

ecotype
A distinct genetic subgroup within a certain species 
that is adapted to a specific environment yet is still 
considered part of that same species.

evapotranspiration
Water lost in vapor form, both from the leaves of 
plants via transpiration and by evaporation from the 
surfaces of the vegetation and the ground.

glacial till
The mix of rocks and ground materials deposited 
when a glacier melts. (See also ‘diamict’.)
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